
 
 

THE CITY OF MONTEREY'S LOCAL COASTAL PROGRAM  
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs) 

 
What is a Local Coastal Program? A Local Coastal Program (LCP) is a planning tool used by cities and 
counties in partnership with the California Coastal Commission. An LCP helps guide land use within a 
jurisdiction's (city/county) coastal zone. An LCP includes a Land Use Plan (LUP) (policies related to use), 
and an Implementation Plan (IP) (ordinances that provide development regulations). An LCP balances 
local, regional and statewide interests and concerns in conformance with the California Coastal Act of 
1976 goals and policies. 
 
What is the difference between policies and implementation ordinances? Policies provide overall 
guidance regarding a particular subject. Implementation ordinances direct development in a way that 
will carry out the policy.  
 
For example, one of the fundamental goals of the Coastal Act is to provide maximum public access to 
the coast.  A LUP policy may be: “To ensure maximum public access to the coast, signage clearly 
indicating the location of coastal access points shall be provided.” The corresponding implementation 
measure may be: “Develop a signage program to locate public access points. Signage clearly indicating 
the location of coastal access points shall be provided at the points shown in Figure 6, and shall include, 
where possible, signage from the beach to the Recreation Trail. ” 
 
Why is the City of Monterey preparing a Local Coastal Program? The California Coastal Act, Section 
30500, requires local governments to prepare and implement Local Coastal Programs to carry out the 
Act's requirements to protect coastal resources and maximize public access to the coastline. The City is 
currently completing that process. Once studies and documents are complete, the draft LCP update will 
be forwarded to the California Coastal Commission for review and ultimate certification. 
 
What is climate change? Human-induced climate change is a consequence of increased greenhouse gas 
emissions from the burning of fossil fuels that accumulate in the atmosphere and insulate the earth 
from outgoing long-wave radiation. As this atmospheric emissions blanket gets thicker, more heat is 
trapped in the earth’s atmosphere, warming the earth and triggering a series of climate changes related 
to different feedback mechanisms. Once set in motion, many of the climate change feedbacks take 
centuries to millennium to stabilize. 
 
What are the effects of climate change?  Climate change and rising global temperatures have been 
accompanied by significant changes in weather. Many places have seen changes in rainfall, resulting in 
more floods, droughts, or intense rain, as well as more frequent and severe heat waves. The planet's 
oceans and glaciers have also experienced some big changes - oceans are warming and becoming more 
acidic, ice caps are melting, and sea levels are rising.  
 
What is sea level rise? Globally, sea levels are rising as a result of two factors related to increasing 
temperature caused by human-induced climate change. The first factor is the thermal expansion of the 
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oceans. As ocean temperatures warm, the water in the ocean expands and occupies more volume, 
resulting in a sea level rise. The second factor contributing to global sea level rise is the additional 
volume of water added to the oceans from the melting of mountain glaciers and ice sheets. 
 
How much will sea levels rise? Consistent with the California Coastal Commission Guidance policy 
guidance, the City of Monterey is evaluating a worst-case scenario: the 62.6 inches by 2100 scenario 
projected by the National Research Council (NRC) for South of Cape Mendocino. This includes a regional 
assumption of 1.5 mm of subsidence annually. The City is also considering projected sea level rise of 8.8 
inches by 2030 and 28.3 inches by 2060. 
 
What potential climate change vulnerabilities have been identified for Monterey? Given the 
boundaries and setting of the City, the two most dominant hazards are 1) coastal flooding associated 
with wave run-up and 2) coastal erosion. The existing conditions report prepared for the City (March 
2016) identified the following key vulnerabilities: 
 

• Coastal hazards with five feet of sea level rise pose greater risk to the City than a Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) mapped 500-year storm event.  

• Recreation Trail and Del Monte Avenue are vulnerable to coastal flooding.  
• Substantial wastewater infrastructure is at risk from coastal erosion. 
• Two sewage lift stations affected by coastal flooding by 2030 and by coastal erosion by 2060.  
• Existing Hazardous Materials Business Plan (HMBP) are located in the harbor and are associated 

with coastal dependent uses 
 
What is Adaptation? Adaptation means anticipating the adverse effects of climate change and taking 
appropriate action to prevent or minimize the vulnerabilities and reduce the fiscal impacts. 
 
What are some adaptation strategy alternatives? There are a variety of adaptations strategies to 
address sea level rise including: 

• Do nothing 
• Retreat (e.g. fee simple acquisition; realignment/phased relocation; rolling 

easements/conservation easements; hybrid purchase with lease back option) 
• Accommodate (e.g. elevate; setbacks; moveable foundations) 
• Protect 

o Green options include sediment management; beach nourishment; cobble nourishment 
o Gray options include seawalls and revetments; breakwaters; jetties; artificial reefs; 

perched beaches 
 
What should be considered when choosing strategy alternatives? Some things that may be considered 
include: 

• legal/regulatory requirements or constraints 
• ecological/environmental factors and effects 
• physical factors and effects 
• economic – what is the relative cost of implementing a strategy 
• engineering – feasibility 
• other 


